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UM MOOT COURT TEAM TO VIE FOR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
MISSOULA For an unprecedented seventh year in a row, University of Montana law students have
won the right to compete at the National Moot Court Finals in New York City.
A UM team placed first in the Northwest Regional Moot Court competition at the
University of Washington in Seattle Nov. 4-6. The team members are Jeff Roth from
Missoula, Matt Thuesen from Billings and Whitney Welsh from Whitefish. All UM
competitors are third-year law students.
“They did a remarkable job,” said UM law Professor Larry Howell. “I think this shows
the strong writing and skills program we have here at the law school because no other law
school in the nation has made it to finals the last seven years.”
Before the regional competition, students prepared a brief to the U.S. Supreme Court
that accounted for 40 percent of their score in each argument, with oral arguments accounting
tor the rest. The UM team’s brief placed first, helping the team win all seven of its arguments.
In addition, Welsh was named among the top five oralists in the competition.
A second UM team made up of Ryan Heuwinkel from Council Bluffs, Iowa; Megan
Morris from Butte; and Jenifer Reece from Durango, Colo., stayed in the competition until
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the quarter-finals. Their brief placed second.
Howell said moot court competitors usually are presented with a problem pending
before the U.S. Supreme Court. Their issue at regionals was whether a corrupt union official
violated federal mail fraud statutes even when there was no economic injury to the victims. A
second issue regarded a due process challenge to the procedures of the U.S. tax court.
Howell said there are about 180 accredited law schools in the United States. Of those
about 145 participate in the National Moot Court Competition in a given year. The country is
divided into 14 regions, and the first- and second-place teams from each region move on to the
National Moot Court Finals each January.
UM has placed first or second in the Northwest region seven years in a row and won
the national championship in 2000. The team is coached by Howell and Visiting Professor
Andrew King-Ries.
The national competition is sponsored by the New York City Bar Association and the
American College of Trial Lawyers.
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